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Birds, bees and butterflies get boost from new countryside coalition
The Wildlife Trusts and LEAF create unique model for nature-friendly farming across
44,500 acres, as part of new Jordans Farm Partnership.
This summer, 42 progressive arable farms are embarking on a new model for sustainable
farming and will maintain nature-friendly corridors on farmland which, if placed end to end,
would reach from Land’s End to John O’Groats - as part of a new partnership to enhance the
natural environment and support farming communities.i
The new and unique collaboration - involving The Wildlife Trusts, Linking Environment And Farming
(LEAF) and Jordans - will promote sustainable farming practice - and address rural development
issues through The Prince’s Countryside Fund. Known as the Jordans Farm Partnership, it will
create a new model for UK farm sustainability and set high standards for nature-friendly farming.

Five farms are currently piloting the scheme and, from this summer, all 42 farms which supply grain
to breakfast cereal brand Jordans, will undertake a wide variety of measures to protect water and
soil, building on their longstanding commitment to support wildlife on at least 10% of their land.
Together, the farms in the Partnership manage over 44,500 acres of land. Ten percent of this area
will continue to be managed to provide food for farmland birds, pollen and nectar for bees,
butterflies and pollinating insects; sustaining landscape-scale wildlife corridors with dedicated
habitats, such as ponds and hedgerow highways, for species of significance in the local area.

The Jordans Farm Partnership has been set up to address key issues facing rural communities today,
including 1) the decline in priority wildlife species of almost 67% since 1970, with significant
reductions in insects and farmland birdsii; 2) the requirement to produce more food to feed a
growing population, balanced with 3) an equally important need to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions associated with agricultural output; and 4) to provide support for rural communities,
many of which are struggling from social and economic changes (800 rural shops closing a year and
the average age of a UK farmer increasing to 59 in 2013iii).

All the farms in the Partnership are in the process of becoming LEAF Marque certified, which
advocates optimisation of inputs; energy and waste management, and practices on farm to protect
and enhance biodiversity, soil and water. Underpinning LEAF Marque certification are the nine
principles of Integrated Farm Management, recognised as best practice for environmental farm
management. Jordans will also fund field trials and share best practice agronomy with its farmers,
while providing incentives for yield and productivity improvement.

Once all 42 farms have achieved LEAF Marque certification, they will be supported to meet a new
bespoke farm wildlife standard developed by The Wildlife Trusts, across at least 10% of their land;
half of which will be managed specifically for pollinators and wild birds through the Countryside
Stewardship Wild Pollinator and Farm Wildlife Package to provide year round habitat for wildlife
(food, nest sites and shelter.) Farmers will receive support at all stages, including visits from their
local Wildlife Trust Farm Advisor to help them develop and implement their farm environment plan.
They will receive financial support from Jordans, and help from their local Wildlife Trust Farm
Advisor to assist with securing Government funding as part of the Countryside Stewardship Scheme.

Through the Partnership, Jordans will also develop its longstanding relationship with The Prince’s
Countryside Fund, a charity which seeks to secure a brighter future for the British countryside and
the people that live and work in our rural communities. Founded in 2010 by HRH The Prince of Wales
The Prince’s Countryside Fund has invested over £6.7m supporting over 210,000 people in rural
areas across the UK, including support for many young people who want to enter farming as a career
by creating access to training and apprenticeship opportunities. Jordans contributes to The Prince’s
Countryside Fund and will continue to work through them to address rural development issues as
part of the Partnership.

The Jordans Farm Partnership will encourage all its UK farm suppliers to actively engage with their
local communities through, for example farm visits. By providing opportunities for people to gain a
deeper understanding of farming, wildlife and rural communities, it is hoped they will value and
support it in the future.

Paul Murphy, Chief Executive of The Jordans & Ryvita Company: “The Jordans Farm Partnership
builds on Jordans’ 30 year commitment to wildlife. We are delighted to have the support of our 42
farm suppliers who have already done a great deal to support wildlife on their land. Our new model

will ensure 44,500 acres of British countryside, equivalent to a city the size of Bristol or Nottingham,
is managed to high environmental standards. At the same time we will continue to work with The
Prince’s Countryside Fund to provide support for rural development. We believe this collaborative
and flexible approach is the best way to address the range of issues that impact upon the British
Countryside. It also establishes a practical and scalable model for other organisations that are
genuinely interested in rural sustainability and biodiversity to emulate.”

Stephanie Hilborne OBE, Chief Executive of The Wildlife Trusts: “Farmers are the custodians of 75%
of our countryside[i] and The Wildlife Trusts have a long history of working with farmers to help find
ways to maximise the wildlife habitats on their land. We have also worked with Jordans for many
years and recognise the company’s commitment to the environment. So we are delighted to be
working with the Jordans Farm Partnership and their farmers. New areas of wild flowers, hedges and
nest boxes make a big difference to pollinating insects, wild birds and small mammals as they
navigate their way through our landscape. In this way the partnership will not only help wildlife to
adapt to the pressures of a changing climate, but it will help bring wildlife back into people’s lives.”

Caroline Drummond MBE, Chief Executive of LEAF: “This is a very exciting partnership and one that
LEAF is proud to be part of. Jordans’ farm suppliers already have an excellent track record of farming
for wildlife and this new partnership will deliver even more. By requiring all its farm suppliers to
become LEAF Marque certified, Jordans are making a firm commitment to the delivery of sustainable
farming across the whole farm, including soil and water management, energy and waste
management, pollution control, crop health and protection as well community engagement. We are
greatly looking forward to working together as part of this unique collaboration towards a food and
farming system that encourages nature and landscapes to thrive; supports livelihoods and local
communities and has public health and wellbeing at its heart. ”

Claire Saunders, Director of The Prince’s Countryside Fund: “The Prince’s Countryside Fund was
established to secure a sustainable future for the countryside. Farming and how we manage the land
is a major part of this. Through our grant programme we provide an essential lifeline to people living
and working in the countryside. We are delighted to be working with The Jordans Farm Partnership
to raise awareness of the challenges facing farming and the opportunities for our rural areas.”

Notes to editors:
The Jordans Farm Partnership
The main goals for The Jordans Farm Partnership are summarised as follows:



Wildlife - to protect and enhance habitat for wildlife biodiversity.



Sustainable farming and rural development:
a) Deliver improved crop yields and economic performance for the farmer.
b) Support development initiatives within the wider rural economy.
c) Protect and enhance the rural environment through Integrated Farm Management.



Community - improve public understanding of the links between farming and the
environment, as well as understanding of how food is produced.

Jordans are part of The Jordans & Ryvita Company, whose parent company is Associated British
Foods. Jordans make over 30 million packets of breakfast cereal a year and employ 300 people in
their home town of Biggleswade in Bedfordshire. Jordans is a corporate member of The Wildlife
Trust for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire & Northamptonshire; and were a founding partner of The
Prince’s Countryside Fund. The business has supported farm suppliers to implement wildlife farming
techniques continuously since 1985. This approach has been recognised as a model for how
businesses can support biodiversity in their supply chains and featured as a case study on The
Guardian Sustainable Business website and within the influential TEEB Report ‘The Economics of
Ecosystems and Biodiversity’ published in 2009. The Jordans & Ryvita Company also has a
Partnership with Forum for the Future, who helped develop their wider sustainability programme.

The Wildlife Trusts: There are 47 individual Wildlife Trusts covering the whole of the UK. All are
working for an environment rich in wildlife for everyone. We have more than 800,000 members
including 150,000 members of our junior branch Wildlife Watch. Our vision is to create A Living
Landscape and secure Living Seas. Every year we work with thousands of schools and our nature
reserves and visitor centres receive millions of visitors. We manage around 2,300 nature reserves
and every year we advise thousands of landowners and organisations on how to manage their land
for wildlife. We also run marine conservation projects around the UK, collecting vital data on the
state of our seas and celebrating our amazing marine wildlife.

The Prince’s Countryside Fund was founded by HRH The Prince of Wales, who has a long-held
commitment to supporting Britain’s hard pressed rural areas, was set up by Business in the
Community in July 2010. So far it has given £6.7 million in grants and emergency funding to projects

across the country, directly benefiting 210,000 people. Since 2010, The Prince’s Countryside Fund
has given grants that have supported 350 rural communities to improving their provision of services,
helped 6,300 farm businesses to become more sustainable, assisted 2,820 rural enterprises to
develop and thrive, inspired 7,000 young people to become trained in rural skills and 52,000 people
to improve their understanding of the value of the countryside. For more information visit
www.princescountrysidefund.org.uk

LEAF (Linking Environment And Farming) is the leading organisation delivering more sustainable
food and farming. LEAF promotes Integrated Farm Management (IFM), a whole farm business
approach that delivers more sustainable farming. The LEAF Marque is an assurance system
recognising sustainably farmed products based on LEAF’s Integrated Farm Management (IFM)
principles. All LEAF Marque certified farms are independently inspected to ensure they meet
stringent criteria to demonstrate that food is being produced to high environmental standards.
These criteria include soil management and fertility, crop health and protection, pollution control
and by-products, energy and water efficiency, wildlife and landscape management and animal
husbandry and the environment.

LEAF also manages Open Farm Sunday the farming industry’s

annual open day. To date, over 1.6 million people have visited events since it first started in 2006.

i

Total land area 44,500 acres (181 KM2) 10% of which (4,450 acres) will be managed for wildlife and 5% (2,225
acres) will be managed specifically for pollinators and wild birds under the Countryside Stewardship ‘Wild
Pollinator and Farm Wildlife’ package. The area covered by 2,225 acres equates to 9,004,255m2 or 1,500
kilometres of 6m wide habitat. The distance between Lands’ End and John O’Groats is 970Km. For details of
the size of urban areas in the UK in Km2 see:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_urban_areas_in_the_United_Kingdom
ii

Source: UK Biodiversity Indicators 2014 http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/UKBI2014.pdf page 30 and 31.
Source: DEFRA, AGRICULTURE IN THE UNITED KINGDOM 2013 page 8
[i]
Source: http://www.ukagriculture.com/uk_farming.cfm
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